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To all our members  and their families I wish a very happy and safe Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.   We will be closed over the period between Christmas and New 

Year, resuming on Monday 4th January.    

Let’s hope we can take the Club up another notch or two and make it bigger and 

better in the New Year. 

New timbers to arrive, if you haven’t heard already are Tasmanian Blackwood/Black 

Heart Sassafras/Tasmanian Myrtle and Huon Pine.   All of these will be available for 

sale as soon as it can be sorted out. 

We have done well over the year and I would like to thank very much the Executive 

and all those who have helped over this period as every little bit helps to make the 

load easier for everyone. 

I have enjoyed this year and hope all members have as well, so again MERRY 

CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 

 

Happy Turning,  

BOB YOUNG. 
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President: Bob Young (0408760131) 

Vice Presidents:  Paul de Belle and 

David Searle 

Secretary: Alan Eipper 

Treasurer: Paul Collins 

Grants Officer & Membership Secretary:  

Raymond Saich 

Catering Officer: Fiona Deane 

Librarian: Gary Hansell 

Editor: Ron Fathers 

ron1947@optusnet.com.au 

Assistant Editor: James (Jimmy) Singh 

Jimmy-Woodturner@hotmail.com 

Webmaster: Lindsay McEwen 

Lcmcewen@optusnet.com.au 

Training Co-ordinator: Ron Devine 

Trainers: Graham Dawes, Rod Brown and 

Alan Phelps 

Shop Managers:  

Paul Collins (JP) and Bob Young 

Stores, Equipment & Maintenance: 

Manny Farrugia, Dave Matthews,  

Graham Dawes (JP) 

Welfare Officer: Steve Attard 

s.attard84@gmail.com 

If you have any problems or information 

concerning the club please contact any of 

the above committee members.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mon-Thurs:  8:30am – 4pm     $5 

Friday Nights:  5pm – 9pm        $3 

 

Third Saturday of the month: 

9am – 3pm                           $5 

19th December 

Contact: Liam Healy – 0411560984 

 

Ladies Day – Second Saturday of 

the month:   $5 

12th December 

Contact: Anna Dawes – 96386995 

tandawes@optusnet.com.au 

 

Maxi Day – Third Sunday of the 

month: 

From 9:30am (Lunch included)  $6 

NO Maxi Day in January  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Second Tuesday of the month – 

7pm 

NO meeting in January  

9th February  

8th March 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Michelle 
Rowland MP,   The 
member for 
Greenway, for her 
continued support 
which includes the 
printing of this 
newsletter 
 

 

 

Shop items 

Triple “P”  

Friction Polish  

Sanding Sealer  

Sandpaper  

Club Shirts  

Dust jackets  

Club Badges  

Pen Kits  

Pen Blanks – Acrylics  

Many more items also 

available  

 

Shop Trading Hours 

Mon-Thurs: 9am – 10:30am 

    12:45 – 1:30pm 

Friday nights: 7pm – 7:30pm 

See Paul Collins or Bob Young 

for more details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FOR SALE 

Members don’t forget we have a 
lot of Cherry, Sapele, Walnut, 
European Oak and Alder bench 
tops for sale at the club! 

FREE CORIAN 
White - 12mm and 20mm thick 
Black - 12mm thick  
Gray -   12mm thick 

  Christmas Trading Days 

Open: Monday 21st – 

Thursday 24th Dec              
(Free BBQ on Thursday) 

Closed: Friday 25th Dec – 

Sunday 3rd Jan 

Re-Open: Monday 4th Jan 

 

mailto:Lcmcewen@optusnet.com.au
mailto:s.attard84@gmail.com
mailto:tandawes@optusnet.com.au
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Happy Birthday to all our members this month. 

We hope you have a great day with many more to 

come. 

December 2015 

Doug Cox  Brian D'arcy 

Stormy Fairweather Neil Guthrie 

George Joubert  Scott Landall 

Ben Lewis  Lee McCarley 

Alan Phelps  Peter Ryan 

Raymond Saich 

January 2016 

John Brinson  John Connaughton 

Fred de Jonge  Mark Dunn 

Branka Hedges  Andrew Heffernan 

Timothy Huckits  Lloyd Ives 

Jack Kestle  Allan Kirkland 

Janice Lane  Amnon Levin 

Graham Murray  Sonja Ringstad 

John Satchwell  Maxwell Tankard 

Russell Werner 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome to all our new members this month. We 

hope your stay is both long and rewarding 

Peter Paszti  Lee McCarley 

George Joubert  Trenton Woolcott 

Amnon Levin 

 

 
 

Members! 
We now have some more wood for sale. So please come in 
and buy it now as it won’t last long at these prices. There 
are many varieties for you to choose from and they 
include: 
Huon Pine, Sassafras, Jarrah, Red Gum, Olive, African 
Olive, Yellow Wood, She oak, Silky Oak, Jacaranda, Swamp 
Mahogany, White Cedar, Camphor, Tallow Wood, Norfolk 
Pine, London Plane, Iron Bark. 

Pens Wanted for the Troops 
Can members please make or 
donate any pens for the troops. 
Please give them to the 
convenor on your day.  
Thankyou so much!           
       Editor 

Welfare 
With another year coming to an end I would like to wish 
our dedicated committee, our members and families a 
safe happy and healthy Christmas period and a prosperous 
New Year. To our members on the mend from surgery or 
having health issues hoping you have a speedy recovery. If 
anyone is suffering from illness or knows anyone within 
our wood turning club who is ill please don’t hesitate to 
advise me via email s.attard84@gmail.com or via sms 
0406565815. 
Until next time stay safe and happy turning  
      Steve Attard 
 

 

  

 
 
 
To all our members and their families.                      
We wish you all a happy, healthy and safe 
Christmas and New Year.             
Thanks to all of the members who have 
contributed to our Newsletter and Supported our 
Club during the past year.    

           Editors                                   

Librarian Report 
Looking at the records I note quite a few items 
borrowed in October which makes them overdue. 
  
Please Check your borrowings and return A.S.A.P 
 
Also DVD 113 is missing. That is disc 1 of 2. Who has it?
       

Gary 
 

mailto:s.attard84@gmail.com
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B S FROM THE BUSH 
I have just looked up and read the report I did for the newsletter last December (just a 
matter of interest) and wrote we have been here for five weeks with a description of 
weather, flies, neighbours and above all boredom.  
 
Towards the end of the year you tend to look back a little to see how you have coped with 
the last twelve months. What were the good points and the bad. We have made good 
progress regarding the workshop, house and landscaping, the showroom has been left for 
a while but hope to get that up and running early in the New Year. 
 
We have met a lot of good people. The Lions have widened the friendship base, together 
with our neighbours and others. Not the Men shed yet. 
 
This month started off poorly with Karen’s funeral but on the other hand Chris’s Son has 
informed us that his partner is expecting their second child. The circle of life.  
 
 Chris and I came back to Sydney a couple of weeks after the funeral to catch up and thank 
people we didn’t have time to speak to earlier and I made time to go to the Club meeting. 
A couple of new faces to me but mainly the same old faces.  Chris and I, after getting back 
from Sydney went to a market day in Mudgee, I got talking to a turner there who had a 
good selection of work and of good quality. He used to belong to the local woodturners 
club and he said (which hit a nerve with me) the club was too much for the club and not for 
the members. Could we learn from this comment? Is there too much emphases on 
bettering the club, the machinery etc. rather than spending money on social occasions?  
There was a successful coach trip one year and everyone wanted to do it again, I organised 
it and ended up cancelling the coach and taking three cars. Could that be revisited? 
Members are just not participating in club events. How can we get their interest? 
 
I do have time off and do other things like a BBQ at Bunnings for the Lion Club – how 
thrilling. This is the first Bunnings BBQ Chris and I have done with Lions, got set up for 8am 
and stayed till 4. Only allowed one table and stay within the awning. There were plenty of 
hands on deck, trade is much slower. 3 to 4 persons could handle it quite well, we had 
about 6. We ended up with about half of what Seven Hills do. 
 
One exciting day I had a call from a lady who had a silky oak cut down about six months 
ago, she asked the Dubbo turners, too big, too heavy. Stupid me goes there with chainsaw 
in hand, Chris in the other hand and the neighbour as backup. I managed to cut a lot but 
needed the neighbour to help load and cut one log I couldn’t. He has a bigger one than 
me!!!! Poor trailer. 
 
Another year has almost come and gone, so it’s time to wish all members of Western 
Sydney Woodturners (a good Club) a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Hoping 2016 
will be good to you all. If I didn’t see you at the party, see you in the New Year.   
 

       Ken Vodden 

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM WELLINGTON 
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Trend Open Day 
Friday the 13th saw the start of the Trend Open day this year and it started out fairly warm. 
 
Set up went ahead fairly smoothly with our stand located between the Tormec sharpening guy and our 
former member Peter Camilleri who now operates as Artisans on the Hill. The reason for this mention 
will become a little clearer as the report progresses.  
 
Soon after setting up Steve Hitchcock and Leida Jedniuk arrived and commenced demonstrating, both 
started out turning some charity bowls. Initially things were a bit slow but by mid morning there was a 
steady flow of people and it was good to catch up with similar minded people from near and far. The 
day also provided an opportunity to do some catch up and networking with other clubs such as 
Hawkesbury, Cumberland and the Ornamental turners, as well as an exhibition of machinery.  
 
Some nice machinery there accompanied with a pretty price as well. I think we have a greater number 
of members than those individual clubs mentioned here, yet they had far greater representation than 
Western Sydney Woodturners. Surely we can support the club at these functions and also support 
those businesses that support not only the club but also the individual members.  
 
As Friday progressed one certain member commented that one of his gouges was in need of 
sharpening and as it so happened that we were adjacent to the Tormec guy he offered to sharpen my 
roughing gouge and also my bowl gouge. His offer was quickly accepted and it is marvelous what 
happens when you have sharp tools. 
 
One visitor spoke about Christmas decorations made from timber and Steve then proceeded to 
demonstrate turning a small Christmas tree, not to be out done Peter from our neighbouring stand 
also took up the challenge and turned a tree this time with leaves, so it was good to get two different 
styles for the potential turner to observe. 

  
Saturday morning began with overcast weather and it 
was good to see Russ Werner arrive together with Paul 
Collins. Again Charity Bowls and a couple of platters 
seemed to be the flavour for demonstrations the end 
result, the styles and shapes were quite varied and 
resulted in light hearted banter between those present 
as to whose bowl was better than the others. 
Meanwhile a certain member managed to get some 
more tools sharpened by the guy from Tormec so I 
should be right for a few days before I have to go back 
to sharpening my own. 
 

To those who assisted in the demonstration I express my thanks you definitely helped to promote the 
club and I am most thankful for your attendance and assistance. 
          
                                Paul de Belle. 
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Maxi Day 
Due to circumstances beyond our control this Maxi Day almost didn’t happen. The situation was 
saved by our intrepid teaching staff who stepped in to fill the breach (or to Quote Ken Vodden 
“they stepped up to the plate”). 
 
While the weather on the day was miserable inside the club was the usual friendship and warmth 
but disappointingly attendance was low with only fifthteen people attending and this included 
three visitors. 

After an introduction by Anna Dawes our intrepid trio proceeded 
to demonstrate how they produce Christmas decorations. 
 
Graham Dawes kicked off (sorry stepped up to bat) with some 
examples of Christmas Trees including a rather tricky fuzzy one. 
He then went on to discuss finishes using acrylics and glitter. 
 
Next in the batter’s box was 
Rod Brown who went on to 
produce a couple of Snowman 

Christmas Tree decorations, he then proceeded to demonstrate 
how to make small bells. 

Last man up was Ron Devine, 
who demonstrated the making of 
a Christmas Tree Dangler which 
was in three parts; Ball, Finial and 
Epi.  
He then went on to discuss the use of food colouring. 
 
While the techniques demonstrated 
were not unusual, the trio did get 
our creative juices flowing and have 

inspired those present to have a go. 
 
We then broke for lunch catered by Fiona and Manny which was to 
their usual high standard, Thank You!  

 
 Lunch was followed by Show and 
Tell hosted by Ron Devine. Because of the small attendance the 
amount of items on display was small but the standard was still 
very high. 
Following Show and Tell Graham 
gave us a demonstration of a ball 
turning tool that the club has 
acquired for members use. 
 

The Intrepid Trio did a very good job; it’s such a pity that they did 
not receive more support for their efforts from the club 
membership. 

         
P.S. This does not apply to those members who were involved in other club commitments.  
                                                                                                                    Steve Hitchcock 
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Show and Tell 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ron Fathers 

 

 

 

  Oak - Friction Polish               Cherry - Friction Polish 

                                      Fred De Jonge 

               

       

       

       

       

   Norfolk Pine – Clear Varnish  

Camphor – Clear Varnish    

           

       

       

       

       

       

   

  

Jimmy Singh 

   

                                               

 

 

    Burl – Tung Oil          Burl – Tung Oil                         Burl – Tung Oil                Corian – Tung Oil 

 

 

 

       African Olive – Tung Oil               African Olive – Tung Oil          Cherry and Sapele – Tung Oil 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                      

Cherry, Oak and Corian – Tung Oil     Sapele and Walnut – Tung Oil            Corian and wood –Tung Oil  

 

 

 

Barbara Clarke 

 

 

Maple and Acrylics Super Glue      
Maple and Acrylics - Super Glue  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 

                                                                  

 

 

 

                 Anna Dawes 
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In April I issued a challenge to members. Only one member accepted the challenge.         
It was unwittingly wise to the remaining members to decline the invitation because 

Leonie Singh obviously has had a hidden talent that is no longer hidden. Congratulations Leonie it was a 
pleasure to read your contribution. So as not to detract from your fine effort, I do not intend to write 
further this month. 
 
I will advise the President that you are the winner so that he can arrange to present you with your prize. 

We’ve Turned Every Wood 
 
One day my mate and I were walking along a dusty road                 
when along came a semi with his big load.                 
He said “If you’re going my way I’ll give you a ride.” 
So we jumped up into the cabin and sat by his side. 
He said “There’s so much bloody dust in this land.”                              
We said “This isn’t dust it’s more like sand.” 
 
Chorus: 
Because we’ve turned every wood, man              
we travelled everywhere we could, man. 
Picking up wood where it stood, man. 
We get it for our mate that’s understood, man                         
because we think that’s good, man. 
We’ve turned every wood. 
 
We’ve turned: 
Sydney Blue Gum, Red River Gum , Spotted Gum , Walnut 
Radiata Pine, Chinese Pine, Huon Pine, Chestnut,          
Tallowood, Rosewood, Coachwood, Ebony 
Red Cedar, White Cedar, Australian Cedar, Swamp Mahogany, 
Black heart, Purple Heart, Red Heart, Zebrawood, 
Brazilwood, Rubberwood, Blackwood.                               
We’re so good. 

 
Chorus: 
“Yeah, but listen guys have you turned …”                  
We’ve turned Willow, Mango, Zebrano, 
Rimu, Jacarandra, Mulga, Balsa, European Yew                        
European Alder, Rose Alder, Box Elder, Coolibah, 
Qld Silky Oak, English Oak, Sheoak, Jarrah,                    
European Beech, Peach, Teak, Banksia,                                   
Red Mallee,  Brown Mallee , Gidgee, 
We’re shouting … yipee 
 
Chorus 
“Yeah, I know that, but have you guys turned, ….” 
We’ve turned Birdseye Maple, Qld Maple, Sugar Maple, Plum                          
Cherry, Mulberry, Elder Berry, Lemon-Scented Gum,                        
Victorian Ash, European Ash, Sassafrass, African Olive, 
Red Ironbark, Grey Ironbark, Candlebark, Black Olive, 
Yellow Box, Brush Box, Grey Box, Black Spruce, 
Norway Spruce, Red Spruce, White Spruce. 
It’s the truth. 

http://www.wood-database.com/lumber-identification/hardwoods/river-red-gum/
http://www.wood-database.com/lumber-identification/hardwoods/spotted-gum/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aesculus_hippocastanum
http://www.wood-database.com/lumber-identification/hardwoods/zebrawood/
http://www.wood-database.com/lumber-identification/hardwoods/brazilwood/
http://www.wood-database.com/lumber-identification/hardwoods/african-blackwood/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taxus_baccata
http://www.wood-database.com/lumber-identification/hardwoods/european-alder/
http://www.wood-database.com/lumber-identification/hardwoods/box-elder/
http://www.wood-database.com/lumber-identification/hardwoods/coolibah/
http://www.wood-database.com/lumber-identification/hardwoods/english-oak/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casuarina_equisetifolia
http://www.wood-database.com/lumber-identification/other/banksia-pod/
http://www.wood-database.com/lumber-identification/hardwoods/brown-mallee/
http://www.wood-database.com/lumber-identification/hardwoods/gidgee/
http://www.wood-database.com/lumber-identification/hardwoods/birdseye-maple/
http://www.wood-database.com/lumber-identification/hardwoods/hard-maple/
http://www.wood-database.com/lumber-identification/hardwoods/lemon-scented-gum/
http://www.timber.net.au/?option=com_species&name=Brush%20Box&Itemid=473
http://www.timber.net.au/?option=com_species&name=Grey%20Box&Itemid=431
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Picea_mariana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norway_spruce
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Chorus 
“Yeah, that’s fine, but how about…” 
We’ve turned Avocado, Cocobolo, Pistachio, Hibiscus,                                    
American Elm, Slippery Elm, Rock Elm, Eucalyptus, 
Rose Apple, Yellow Tingle, Sapele , Blackbutt, 
Qld Black Wattle, Cootamundra Wattle, Myrtle, Woollybutt, 
Meranti, Kauri, Karri, Marri, Pear, 
Camphor Laurel, California Bay Laurel. Is this a dare? 

 
Chorus 
We’ve turned this, that and every wood we could.        
“Okay, so you’ve turned every bloody type of wood. 
But have you guys seen what I’ve got under my hood?”            
(sounds of guys running away and shots being fired) 
 
 

Quote of the month: Santa Claus has the right idea. Visit people only once a year. 
- Victor Borge 
 
Merry Christmas everyone, may it be healthy and safe for you and your family and my 2016 bring a more 
peaceful world. 
 
 
Must Fly Woodchip 

 
St Josephs College Hunters Hill 

On the 15th of November members of Western Sydney Woodturners attended St Josephs College 
at Hunters Hill for their annual school fete.  
The weather god didn’t seem to be keen on the day being rain free in the beginning but it held off 
until all was set up.  
We all chipped in and got the large tent setup in our allocated area, then commenced setting up 
our stalls and the demonstration area.  
Many students and teachers paid us a visit throughout the day, hanging out watching various 
members turning on the lathe and asking the turners questions. Charity sales went well for the day 
and members had a good day also.  
The attendees of the day were: Bob Young, Dave Matthews, Rohan McCardell, George Hume, 
Lawrence Benjamin, and Lynn Young, last but not least myself Steve Attard. 
 A big thankyou to all involved, the club was well represented and many pleasing comments were 
made towards our stand and our efforts. 
               Steve Attard 

 

   
 
 
 
 

http://bhort.bh.cornell.edu/tree/slipperyelm.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eucalyptus
http://www.woodsolutions.com.au/Wood-Species/woollybutt
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A Reminder about Workshop Safety 

We must all keep in mind the importance of WORKSHOP SAFETY. Please 
THINK and ACT responsibly at all times. 

It is up to all of us to fulfill our commitment by wearing at all times; 
 Dust masks 
 Protective glasses 
 Suitable clothing 
 Footwear 
 Ear protection 

It does not hurt to discuss safety with other members if they are not 
doing the right thing. 
REMEMBER.................       It is your body and your limbs......... 
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THE BACK PAGE 

 ITEM 24           (an independent thought)              THOUGHTS ON DESIGN 

The average person is reluctant to call themselves designers. This arises from the sure knowledge that 

designers are superior beings who are the sole arbiters of taste and beauty. 

The above statement is absolute rubbish! Everything that has ever been made has a designer. This 

probably began when the first hominid (pre human) designed the first cutting tool from broken flint.     

(A pretty average sort of person don’t you think?) 

I have read a number of books and articles on Design (woodworking). These writings usually concentrate 

on aesthetics, proportion and appearance. This has left me a little unsatisfied. 

To define design. To quote from Mike Darlow’s excellent book “The practice of woodturning. What is 

design? It is the process that results in a design.” (Yeah right Mike, design is design.) Mike then had the 

luxury of having 18 pages to expand his ideas I unfortunately only have one. 

My concept of design is that when given a need, design is the logical process and steps taken to achieve 

that need. 

Need, can be the desire to produce a practical object a desire to develop forms and shapes or to 

produce a work of art. 

You are working diligently at your lathe when someone will ask “what are your proportions are you 

using the Golden Mean.” This scenario is quite unlikely. The most likely question would be “watcha 

making? What’s the wood?” this question leads to two important elements of design, function and 

utility. 

The element of design. There have been millions of words written about design however given my 

limited space I will trim it down to three most important elements, Function, Utility and Appearance. 

Function. Having selected a piece of wood you look at and say, I am going to make a bowl. By naming 

the object you have began the design process. This of course leads to the question that must be 

answered eg, how big? What must it hold? Etc, 

 

Utility. Once the function has been chosen it is now necessary to make the object appropriate to its 

purpose. This leads to further questions e.g, what wood? Is it stable? Is it strong enough? Etc, 

Appearance. If it is your intention to make objects for sale then appearance is vital. This again presents 

us with a whole sense of new questions, they are, form, proportions, finish method and decorations etc. 

 

Conclusion. It would appear that design is the answering a whole series of questions. The problem may 

not be, knowing the answers but being able to ask the right questions. 

In writing this article it has not been my intention to teach anybody to be a designer but to encourage 

people to have confidence in their own sensitivity, taste and aesthetics. If you have produced something 

that satisfies your need and pleases your eyes then you have succeeded. If you think something is 

beautiful then who am I to tell you otherwise. 

Steve Hitchcock 

 

Ps. While I may have been unkind to Mike Darlow. I would still recommend his book for your study. 

 
 
Note. As in all professions there are many and varied opinions and ways of doing things. This is true of wood turning. These articles are the 
results of my reading article publications. 


